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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The finality of the rejection of the last Office action is withdrawn in view of newly 
found references by Willinger (6,306,329 B1) and Wong (US 6,305,586) that serve to 
reject claims 1-15. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 13 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 13 contains 
the term "(TPE)" in the second line. The use of this term in parenthesis renders the 
claim indefinite because it is unclear whether the term is being claimed or not. 
Correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5 and 7-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cameron (US 5,388,313) in view of Wong (US 6,305,586 B1). 

Cameron discloses a U-shaped strap clip (30,40) has two clamping parts (36a, 
36b) pivotable relative to each other that are formed by legs of a U-section (30) having 
cooperating clamping regions (Figs. 2-10). Opposing inner-side surfaces of the 
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clamping regions rest against each other in a closed clamping position of the dip (Figs. 
5 and 6). The apex of the U-section is provided as a pivot axis or pivoting region, 
respectively, for the clamping parts (Figs. 2-10). The clamping regions of the clip are 
spaced apart in their relaxed open position (Figs. 3 and 4). The U-section comprises a 
fastening bracket (between 38 and 52) for connecting a strap to the clip. The U-shaped 
strap clip is a one-piece plastic member (C, 13-22). Cameron fails to disclose that the 
U-shaped strap clip is a two-component member with a surface of at least one clamping 
region at least partially consists of a material having a lower hardness than the material 
of the clamping parts. However, Wong teaches a clip (50) comprising two clamping 
parts (64,74) pivotabie relative to each other and are formed by legs (60,70) having 
cooperating clamping region (Figs. 1-17). Each of the clamping parts has a two- 
component member (60,80 and 70,90) with a surface of at least one clamping region at 
least partially consists of a material (80,90) having a lower hardness than the material of 
the clamping part (C. 3, L. 37-50). The lower hardness material is both resilient and 
tacky which enhances the retention of a garment clamped between the clamping 
regions (C. 3, L. 37-50). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to provide the clamping region with a 
two-component member with a surface of at least one clamping region at least partially 
consists of a material having a lower hardness than the material of the clamping parts 
as taught by Wong in the U-shaped clip disclosed by Cameron since the lower hardness 
material is both resilient and tacky which enhances the retention of a garment clamped 
between the clamping region. 
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Wong also teaches that: 

• One clamping region at least partially comprises a surface of the material 
of lower hardness (C. 3, L. 37-50 and Figs. 1-17). 

• At least one clamping region is at least partially formed by a coating of the 
material of lower hardness (C. 3, L. 37-50 and Figs. 1-17). 

• The inner surface of the clamping part in the clamping region is entirely 
coated with the material of lower hardness (C. 3. L. 37-50 and Figs. 1-17). 

• A narrow side rim of the clamping part in the clamping region is at least 
partially coated with the material of lower hardness (C. 3, L. 37-50 and Figs. 1-17). 

Cameron also discloses that: 

• A bracket embraces the two clamping parts and is shiftably mounted on 
the lattes to provide the transition into the clamping position (Figs. 3-10). 

• At least one clamping part externally includes at least one wedge-shaped 
web that widens towards the free end of the clamping part (Figs. 3-10). The web is 
made of the same material as the U-section (Figs. 3-10). 

• Two wedge-shaped webs arranged at the rim side are provided on one 
clamping part (Figs. 3-10). 

• The wedge-shaped webs have a profiled surface (26). 
Cameron and Wong fail to disclose that the clamping regions are ovals. 

However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the clamping region being ovals since a change in the 
shape of a prior art device is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
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Dailev , 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966). The use of ovals or rectangular is 
well known in the clip area. 

Cameron discloses that the clip is made of a hard synthetic material (C. 4, L. 13- 
22) and Wong also teaches that the clip is made of a hard synthetic material (C. 3, L. 9- 
13). 

Wong also teaches that a thermoplastic elastomer is provided as the material of 
lower hardness (C. 3, L. 37-50). 

The clip taught by Wong is s two-component piece (Figs. 10-13 and 17). 
Cameron discloses that the hard synthetic material is polycarbonate (C. 4, L. 13- 

22). 

5. Claims 1-4 and 6-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Cameron (US 5,388,313) in viewof Willinger (US 6,306.329 B1). 

Cameron discloses a U-shaped strap clip (30,40) has two clamping parts 
(36a, 36b) pivotable relative to each other that are formed by legs of a U-section (30) 
having cooperating clamping regions (Figs. 2-10). Opposing inner-side surfaces of the 
clamping regions rest against each other in a closed clamping position of the clip (Figs. 
5 and 6). The apex of the U-section is provided as a pivot axis or pivoting region, 
respectively, for the clamping parts (Figs. 2-10). The clamping regions of the clip are 
spaced apart in their relaxed open position (Figs. 3 and 4). The U-section comprises a 
fastening bracket (between 38 and 52) for connecting a strap to the clip. The U-shaped 
strap clip is a one-piece plastic member (C. 13-22). Cameron fails to disclose that the 
U-shaped strap clip is a two-component member with a surface of at least one clamping 
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region at least partially consists of a material having a lower hardness than the material 
of the clamping parts. However, Willinger teaches a U-shaped clip (38) comprising two 
clamping parts (44,46) pivotable relative to each other that are formed by legs of a U- 
section (48) having cooperating clamping region (50,54). Opposing inner-side surfaces 
of the clamping regions rest against each other in a closed clamping position of the clip 
(Fig. 5). The apex of the U-section is provided as a pivot axis or pivoting region, 
respectively, for the clamping parts (Figs. 5 and 11). The clamping regions of the clip 
are spaced apart in their relaxed open position (Fig. 11). The U-shaped pacifier strap 
clip is a two-component injection molded member (38,52,56) with a surface (52,56) of at 
least one clamping region at least partially being made of a material having a lower 
hardness than the material of the clamping parts (C. 3, L. 39-47). The material of lower 
hardness improves the grip of the clamping parts (C. 1, L. 43 to C, 2, L. 1-15). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide a two-component injection molded member with a 
surface of at least one clamping region at least partially being made of a material having 
a lower hardness than the material of the clamping parts as taught by Willinger in the 
clip disclosed by Cameron since the material of lower hardness improves the grip of the 
clamping parts. 

Willinger also teaches that: 

• One clamping region at least partially comprises a surface of the material 
of lower hardness (C. 3, L. 39-47). 
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• At least one clamping region is at least partially formed by a coating of the 
material of lower hardness (Figs. 3-11). 

• The inner surface of the clamping part in the clamping region is entirely 
coated with the material of lower hardness (Figs. 5, 7 and 1 1). 

• A tooth profile (70) is provided on each one of the inner surfaces of the 
clamping region (Fig. 9-11). The tooth profiles meshes in the clamping position and at 
least one tooth profile being made of the material of lower hardness (Fig. 11). 

Cameron also discloses that: 

• A bracket embraces the two clamping parts and is shiftably mounted on 
the lattes to provide the transition into the clamping position (Figs. 3-10). 

• At least one clamping part externally includes at least one wedge-shaped 
web that widens towards the free end of the clamping part (Figs. 3-10). The web is 
made of the same material as the U-section (Figs. 3-10). 

• Two wedge-shaped webs arranged at the rim side are provided on one 
clamping part (Figs. 3-10). 

• The wedge-shaped webs have a profiled surface (26). 
Cameron and Willinger fail to disclose that the clamping regions are ovals. 

However, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the clamping region being ovals since a change in the 
shape of a prior art device is a design consideration within the skill of the art. In re 
Dailev . 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1966). The use of ovals or rectangular is 
well known in the clip area. 
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Cameron discloses that the clip is made of a hard synthetic material (C. 4, L. 13- 
22) and the clip taught by Willinger is made of a hard synthetic material (C. 3, L. 39-47). 

Willinger also teaches that a thermoplastic elastomer is provided as the material 
of lower hardness. 

The clip taught by Willinger is a two-component injection-molded piece (C. 3, L.. 
39-47). 

Cameron discloses that the hard synthetic material is polycarbonate (C. 4, L. 13- 

22). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-15 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ruth C. Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7070. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 07:15 - 15:45. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. J. Swann can be reached on (571) 272-7075. 

Submissions of your responses by facsimile transmission are encouraged. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (571) 273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6640. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Ruth C. Rodriguez 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 

/James R. Brittain/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 

rcr 

July 19, 2007 



